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Pay tribute to 
James Picker 


™ JAMES PICKER, founder of the 
Picker X-ray Corporation, and his 
son, Harvey Picker, now active head 
of the company, have returned 
nearly $4,000,000 to the Federal gov- 
ernment because, as James Picker 
pointed out, the profits they have 
made on government orders are 
“sreater than we care to retain.” 
The whole story appeared in the 
Nov. 30 issue of This Week, a mag- 
azine distributed by leading news- 
papers. 

The first check for $1,000,000 was 
accompanied by a letter to the 
treasurer of the United States which 
explained that in 1942 the company’s 
business, due to the large orders 
from the Army for a mobile x-ray 
unit the company had developed, 
would probably be triple its usual 
volume with no proportionate in- 
crease in overhead. The company 
now is supplying the armed forces 
with an x-ray machine with a Pola- 
roid camera providing exposed films 
in one minute. 

James Picker also has set up a 
million dollar foundation for radio- 
logical research. He was born in 
Russia and came to this country 52 
years ago as an immigrant boy. # 


Letters 
continued from page 104 


than their regular charges for serv- 
ices rendered to their subscribers. 
This deficit has had to be made up 
by other patients. What position 
would the hospitals be in if there 
were no others to make up the de- 
ficit? 

Hospitals have magnificently ful- 
filled their duties and responsibil- 
ities in the medical field and in the 
knowledge of their true spirit of 
service to all humanity we are con- 
fident they will not rely upon a 
“right” to limit or restrict that serv- 
ice to only one segment of the pop- 
ulation covered by Blue Cross to 
the exclusion. of all others. 

J. W. Crews 
B.A.R.E. Benefit Association of 
Railway Employees 
Chicago, Illinois 
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